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It was a-beautiful summer evening ; and hundreds
of those who had watched the development of the
institution met on the hilltop, with Its superb view
of surrounding country, and the cifcy lying at their
feet, which, as the day died, glittered with myriads
of lights. It was a pleasant opportunity on which to
congratulate the young astronomer on the success of
the enterprise which had cost so much pains and
labor. It was one of the first of those jmore advanced
social assemblages that the citizens of Cincinnati
knew when their town was just emerging from its
township and entering upon its citizenship.

The arrangement by which the roof of the obser-
vatory building rolled to  one   side came,  one day,
near   bringing  a  very serious   accident.    Professor
Mitchel did a great deal of writing, and was sifcting
in  the equatorial room, where he was  at that time
accustomed to work.     Suddenly a wind-storm came,
and the Professor, hearing a rumbling noise above
him, looked up, and saw the roof rolling slowly to
one side, and, unfortunately, with accumulating ve-
locity, which threatened to drive it off the building
into the yard below.    The Professor left his papers
to drift in the wind, and flew to catch his departing
roof.    Luckily he succeeded, and leld on till assist-
ance arrived.    It was  brought   back to   its   proper
place, and secured.   After that he contrived a method
for letting it down off the tracts, except when he
designed to roll it off purposely.

One morning one of those " ambitious young men "
whom Mr. Airy had referred to presented himself
at the observatory and asked to be received as an
assistant. Professor Mitchel told him that he would
be happy of Ms assistance if he would work with- Englishman, arrived at the same results
